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Back From 40 Air 

ears Ait· Medal, Seven Oak Leaf Clusters 
Participation In Raids On Rome, Beach Points 

By LEE BRODERICK 
He bombed Rome the two times !twas plastered. Once 
ln the lea.dshlp or Mitchell Marauders thfl.t came ln 
Holy City at 12,000 feet. 

that the 23-year-old limp arm, and broke out in " 
3Weat. Rea.ct1on, t guess." 

John J. Amrholr iz Amr hein had no oold sweat 
at 505 Queen Anne 19 the day ~f the first 

the.e runs over Rome Rome. Hl8 6-man Marauder 
but two of tile evc11 in aL ta,ooo teet, ran through 

negot1a.ted by different flak, and dumped 1ts 
b<Jmber all over the 500·pound eggs ou the !1·elght 
Europe. neu·e<~t target objective to 
the bombardier remembers Oity. 

yesterday and now trice to for- "Evcrythln~ was as 
M'e lhe times he l1ad with his that." he ~aid, "and 

roomnmtc, · from any other mission 
Wodensch~k of 280 Mnrl- we had orde>·s to be extra 

boro Road, Wood-RiclBC· about the VaUcan. We had 
PAL WAS KILLED lng on. this run tha night 

and tw1cc before that. EMh tln1e 
The Flying Fortrcu3 pilot and we 1\'el·~ cautioned agalru.t plumbing 

athlcto out of Rutherford Rlgb the vat!~nn. 
School go~ orders one d~y to take ".A:i we came 1n at t.he em! Of a 
ott on a bomb run. He came back 1 <;,-hour run, tho motors set tor 
dead that drcy, Septombe1· 25, to his 200m. p. h,, r coulcl see the steeples 
Tuni:lian alrbp,~c. In Vat1can City agairut t.he sky 

Bombardlo1' Amrhein· WM Tho antiaircraft was not too ae-
on the :.ocond bomb run In October cumte Rgrunst Ull even !n Ule medl· 

um altitude. Our sblp Wll.lill't hjt," 

RllMEMBEltS JUNE FIGHT 
More than once betora t.hls Lhe 

Marauder came through fire wttll 
scars, mostly In the a1·ea of Caal..el­
bantrano In sou!hwest Slcl)y. 

Olear jn his mind is tbo tangle of 
June 20 In that area where 36 
emy plat,es fought the lnvade1'6. 

"By Lhe tlme we reached the 
get objective," he recalled, "the en· 
emy ho.ll detRohed the bombet'& 
from our fighter esc01·ts and the 
flghtet•s lily QWJl.Y bMk. We had to 
!!ght orr a new wave of plp,nos and 

of flak . 'l'he contact lasted 
but in that time, two 

109s came bead on toward our 
plaM. Wo fll'ed and man~uvered . 

IllS PILOT HIT 
"Our hyda ullc line wu !hot 

and the center flap and Jandina 
Qear were J'iddled Into disuse. 

"Flak tore through the 1108~ 
missed me. The pllot got lnt In 
leg. One of the motol'B was hit 
lhon began cutthlg out:• 

Pumping fiO-mm. shells !rom 
mach!negtm In the oo:.e ot 
plane, Amrhein had a bit of a 

LT. JOHN J. AMRHEIN "Thai wns the second time I 
swetLted." he said. 

and he was scared, l'eal sca1·ed Cor Awhein bombed 
maybe the !lrsl time, he says. Pantellerla; Palermo, 

"Splinters or liak tore thl'Ough and ot.her point$ Ia Sicily ; 
the nose of tuo plo.ne ', he 5ald, :ted othe1· beach points, aod 
"to1·e ll.Cross my right arm, and lattong In Ita.Jy. 
serap•d my left eye lmo~klng me He is back with hi:l parents, 
ou~ for what seemed an eternliy and Ml's. John, A. Amrhein, 
but they iell me X recDVeretl In a ing for January 17 !or 
matl..er _of seconds and \Vent about new as.slgnment at the 
tlle busme.ss o! the target objeotlve. Redistribution center of the 

":Because there ls mueh more to Fot·ce. He Is a ~oinbua~.er··U&Vl•, 
ihan to t.hink a.bout yourself, ga.tor. 

di<l not ·glvn my~ elf any th~ught. He wears tJlY 'AJ,. -Medal 
On tlle WILY back I took a look at •even Oak Lw clusters 
the hole in, the &od aj; my Military ot Lhe 

it.'' 
The lettel' follows: 
"Dear VIrginia: A book you save, 

'The Paper Ohase My~tery· by 
FieldinJI, has found Its way to t.he 
Iront, It I& cow torn and has been 
rebandaged many time.!. I thought 
you might llke to !mow I read It 
•• lt was ha.nded down. Good books 
are scarce. lUld all of us like to 
dwell ln myster!es--mal!-es all t.he 
boys !orget what they have beel' 
through. It seemed coincidental that 
the story should describe such placas 
8JI the bobsled rullB In the Italian 
mountains, :Brenner Pass, etc, If 
tbat book st&y! with the men now 
l'en.tllng it, I IIJil sure It! tattered 
yellowinl; pagea will march with the 
boys through that famous piU!II Into 
Adolph'B nuthouse. The book has 
been autographed 239 time.. Youu 
address Wll3 on the cover. I have 
put my address lns!de It, and have 
requested it.<! return to me. I jim 
e.nxlous to see how mur.h further 
It will tro.veL All Is in our ta.vor. 
Sincerely, JIM GREENLllllS." 

A letter was written by Private 
Edward Farrell o! N. Y 
t(} the Soherl'lnger 
months ago. Farrell s.Joo 
Grayson Place e.ddress In the 

Gives Up Hope 
For Flie1· When Chap­
lain Writes Of ~rash 

AS MISSING 


